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Dr. Adriane E.L.Dorrington, Director * NASA Langley Research Center * 17 Langley Blvd. * Office of Education ~ Mail Stop 400 * Hampton, VA 23681-2199    

September 10, 2004

Dear Faculty Advisor:

On behalf of the Pre-Service Teacher Conference committee, thank you for helping to make our 2004 conference one of our most successful to date.  We had close to 850 participants registered; seventy-one institutions represented, and offered more than seventy-five workshops. We hosted close to 1,000 people on opening night.  Our seven guest speakers representing diverse backgrounds and careers, gave inspirational messages, and re-affirmed the importance of the education profession. 

 The feedback from our evaluation reports indicated that the workshops were a tremendous success in terms number of and variety.  Responses from the career fair participants’ school districts and graduate schools that participated in the career fair indicated they were excited to be part of the conference and they would be returning next year with more recruiters.  Many indicated they would be attending the 2005 conference next year in its entirety.

This year we will mark a very important milestone in our history.  We will be celebrating our tenth anniversary and invite you to set aside February 17-19, 2005, on your calendar. We have not been successful in sourcing a larger venue in the DC area to hold our increasing numbers; therefore, we will have to impose a limit of 700 participants that can be accommodated in the ballroom at the Hilton Mark Center Hotel. 

The financing for such a conference is tremendous.  The cost to bring students to our conference has risen to approximately $900/student.  In an effort to reconcile the increasing cost of the conference and the transportation and due to our current level of funding, we will need to increase our registration to $25 per student and $45 per faculty advisor.  There will be a limit imposed on the number of participants from those schools that must fly to attend the conference.  We will reimburse only for six students and one faculty advisor to attend.  This number will not include those students selected to be ambassadors.

For institution within driving distance, we will be reimbursed for ten students and one faculty advisor.  Although registration numbers maybe adjusted for selected institutions and if necessary, will be handled on a case-by-case basis.  

Registration forms will be available on-line October 13, 2004.  Note the new registration fee structure for member institutions (those institutions that have participated in at least one conference since the inception of the program):

STUDENTS

October 13 – November 24, 2004 

$25.00

November 26 – December 17, 2004 

$35.00

After December 17, 2004


$50.00  +  penalty $50.00/ student 

charged to institution
FACULTY ADVISORS 

October 13  - November 24, 2004

$45.00 

November 26 – December 17, 2004

$55.00

After December 18, 2004


$70.00 + penalty $50.00/faculty advisor charged

 





to institution

Please be note that all monies or money orders for the poster registration MUST be in our office or have been postmarked by December 17, 2004.  Otherwise the $50.00 penalty per individual will be deducted from monies owing to the institution for travel reimbursement .

We will still assume the two days of hotel cost, the meals while attending the conference, and the reimbursement for travel (air fare: up to $400.00 per attendee outside the 400 mile radius, $40 for traveling within a 400 mile radius).  Any hotel stay beyond the two nights must received prior written approval from the Director or Assistant Director.  The cost for any unauthorized stays WILL BE CHARGED TO THE INSTITUTION.   We strongly urge institutions to in close proximity use vans and buses to help us reduce travel cost, which has exceeded well over $110,000. 

Please note below the new registration fee structure for a one-day, two-day, or three-day attendance for non-member institutions (those institutions that have never participated in the conferences).  Non-member institutions must assume their own cost for hotel and travel.

STUDENTS

November 18 – December 17, 2004
$200.00 (Feb 17-19/05, includes meals and conference bag)

$150.00 (Feb 18-19/05, includes meals and 

conference bag)

$100.00 (Feb 19/05, included meals and conference bag)

FACULTY 

November 18 – December 17, 2004

$200.00 (includes meals and conference bag)







$150.00 (Feb 18-19/05, includes meals and 

conference bag)

$100.00 (Feb 19/05, included meals and conference bag)

We plan to have a terrific line-up of speakers to include:  Drs. Johnetta Cole and Dr Harry Wong.  Updates will be issued as other speakers are confirmed and a tentative agenda will be posted by mid- September.  

Again, thank you for your assistance in recruiting students for this inspiring and highly engaging national conference, the only one of its kind in the nation designed specifically for pre-service teachers.   

We look forward to your institution returning to celebrate our tenth anniversary with us.  If you require further information, please do not hesitate to call Joyce Warren at 757-823-9574 or contact me using information provided on this letter.

Sincerely,    






Dr. Adriane E.L. Dorrington, Director
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       Preparing tomorrow's K-8 teachers in math, science, and technology
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Tele: 757.864.2380   Fax: 757.864.8835  *  Website:  http://edu.larc.nasa.gov/pstp *  Email: aeldorrington@nsu.edu


